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CHAPTER 1: The Changing Family

Quick Quiz:

1. Which of the following statements is true?

a. Today, a majority of all persons aged 25 to 34 years have never been married.

b. The median age at which people marry today is higher than at any time during the 20th century. 

c. On average, first marriages that end in divorce last 20 years.

d. The “traditional” family (where the husband is the breadwinner and the wife is a full-time mother) became more common between 1972 and 2007.

2. Two generations ago the typical American family consisted of

a. grandparents, parents, and children living in a single household.

b. a single mother living with her children.




c. a father, mother, and three or four children.

d. a married couple who did not yet have children.

3. A marriage in which the couple must follow procedures specified by the state or other jurisdiction, such as buying a license, is called a

a. ceremonial marriage.

b. common-law marriage.


c. legal marriage.

d. licensed marriage.

4. Maria’s family is Catholic and insists that Maria marry a man who is also from a Catholic family. This practice of marrying within a certain group is called

a. exogamy.                    


b. incest.           


c. bigamy.

d. endogamy.

5. The family into which a person is adopted or raised is called the family of

a. orientation.                



b. procreation.                


c. restitution.

d. adoption.

6. Which of the following is true about families of the past?

a. They were happier and stronger than present-day families.

b. Children were more likely to grow up in a nuclear family.

c. Few people talked about issues such as domestic violence and child abuse.

d. Parents spent more time with their children than they do today.

7. Which school of thought about the family argues that most people put their own needs above their family duties?

a. The family is disappearing

b. The family is deteriorating

c. The family is changing, not deteriorating

d. The family is stronger than ever

8. Which of the following is a micro-level influence on the family?

a. Technological innovations

b. Popular culture

c. Social movements

d. Individual choices

9. The burgeoning marriage movement consists of people who

a. are opposed to communal living.

b. are alarmed by high divorce rates and the increase in cohabitation rates.

c. support no-fault divorce laws.

d. support legislation that allows women to combine their work and mother roles.

Short Answer

10. Why have many social scientists challenged traditional definitions of the family?
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Multiple Choice Questions

1. Since 1970, the percentage of single-parent households as a percentage of all households 

a. has gone down.



b. has gone up.




c. has stayed the same.

d. is unknown.

(Factual; answer: b; page 3)

2. The traditional definition of the “family” has included all of the following characteristics except

a. being emotionally committed to one another

b. living together

c. forming an economic unit

d. bearing and raising children

(Conceptual; answer: a; page 4)

3. A primary group is characterized by

a. impersonal relationships.

b. few emotional ties to one another

c. close, intimate interaction.

d. short-term relationships.

(Conceptual; answer: c; page 7)

4. “A socially approved mating relationship that people expect to be stable and enduring” is a definition of

a. parents.                    

b. family.                     

c. marriage

d. courtship

(Conceptual; answer: c; page 7)

5. A marriage in which the couple must follow procedures specified by the state or other jurisdiction, such as buying a license, is called a

a. ceremonial marriage.

b. common-law marriage.


c. legal marriage.

d. licensed marriage

(Conceptual; answer: a; page 8)

6. Generally the requirements for establishing a common-law marriage include all of the following EXCEPT

a. living together for a significant period of time.

b. getting blood tests.

c. presenting oneself as part of a married couple.

d. intending to marry.

(Conceptual; answer: b; page 8)

7. Bigamy occurs when

a. a married partner is unfaithful to his or her spouse.

b. people have children without being married.

c. a person marries a second person while a first marriage is still legal.

d. people live together without being married.

(Conceptual; answer: c; page 8)

8. Why is there no universal definition of the family?

a. Very few people live in families anymore.

b. Social scientists do not have enough data about the family to create a definition.




c. Contemporary household arrangements are very complex.

d. It is difficult to determine what types of families actually exist.

(Conceptual; answer: c; page 4)

9. According to the U.S. Census Bureau’s definition of family, which of the following groups would NOT be considered a family?

a. elderly sisters living together

b. a gay or lesbian couple living together

c. a single father living with his biological children

d. a married couple living with their adopted children

(Applied; answer: b; page 4)

10. The text defines a family as an intimate group of two or more people who do all of the following EXCEPT possibly

a. live together in a committed relationship.



b. care for one another and any children.

c. share activities and close emotional ties.

d. marry.

(Conceptual; answer: d; page 4-5)

11. Nonrelatives who are accepted as part of the family are known as 

a. social kin.

b. temporary kin.

c. fictive kin.

d. associative kin.

(Conceptual; answer: c; page 5) 

12. A household made up of a married parents and their biological or adopted children is called a(n)

a. nuclear family.

b. extended family.

c. family of origin.

d. dual earner household.

(Conceptual; answer: a; page 8) 

13. Cultural norms and laws which forbid sexual intercourse between close blood relatives are called

a. exogamy rules.

b. incest taboos.

c. endogamy rules. 

d. initiation rites.

(Conceptual; answer: b; page 6)

14. Julie and Rick are married. Julie is Asian and Rick is African American. Their marriage is

a. exogamous.

b. endogamous.                   


c. incestuous.

d. bigamous.

(Applied; answer: a;
page 8)

15. The process by which children acquire the language, the accumulated knowledge, attitudes, beliefs, and values of its society and culture and learn the social and interpersonal skills needed to function effectively in society is called

a. emotional support.

b. socialization.

c. rationalization

d. social placement

(Conceptual; answer: b; page 6)

16. Supplying material resources for the family, such as food, shelter, and clothing, is part of the family’s __________ function.

a. socialization



b. economic security.




c. emotional support

d. procreation

(Conceptual; answer: b; page 6)

17. According to Charles Horton Cooley, groups that are characterized by close, long-lasting, intimate, and fact-to-face interactions are called 

a. secondary groups.

b. families.




c. primary groups.

d. teammates.

(Conceptual; answer: c; page 17)

18. A(n) __________ is a category of people who have a similar standing or rank in society based on their wealth, education, power, prestige, and other valued resources.

a. social class

b. family of origin

c. kinship system

d. extended family

(Conceptual; answer: a; page 7)

19. Shelby married Tracy and had two children. Tracy and the children are Shelby’s family of

a. orientation.       


b. recognition.

c. origin.

d. procreation

(Applied; answer: d;
page 11)

20. A network of people who are related by blood, marriage, or adoption is called a(n) 

a. extended family.             
 

b. kinship system.              


c. family of orientation.

d. family of origin.

(Conceptual; answer: b; page 11)

21. The family form which consists of parents and children, as well as other kin such as uncles, aunts, nieces and nephews, cousins, and grandparents is called the

a. nuclear family.



b. family of procreation.


c. family of orientation.

d. extended family.

(Conceptual; answer: d; page 8)

22. The family form that is most common in much of the world is the

a. nuclear family.



b. extended family.



c. family of procreation.

d. blended family.

(Factual; answer: b; page 8)

23. The type of marriage in which one person is married exclusively to another person is called

a. polygamy.                    


b. nuclear.                


c. primary.

d. monogamy.

(Conceptual; answer: d; page 10)

24. The term “serial monogamy” refers to a situation in which a person

a. marries several people over their lifetime but is only married to one person at a time.

b. is married exclusively to one person for their entire lifetime.




c. is married to two or more persons at the same time.

d. cohabits rather than remarries after a divorce.

(Conceptual; answer: a; page 10)

25. Marriages in which either the husband or the wife has two or more spouses is called

a. polygamy.                    


b. polygyny.                    


c. polyandry.

d. monogamy.

(Conceptual; answer: a; page 10)

26. A woman who has more than one husband is practicing

a. polygamy.                    


b. polygyny.                    


c. polyandry.

d. monogamy.
(Conceptual; answer: c; page 10)

27. Polyandry may have existed in societies  

a. where matriarchy is the predominate family form.

b. in which there is a shortage of men.

c. with plentiful access to food.

d. where it is difficult to accumulate property.

(Factual; answer: d; page 10)

28. Jamal and Tanya have just married and moved into an apartment of their own to live by themselves as a couple. This residency pattern is called

a. patrilocal.




b. matrilocal.



c. neolocal.

d. bilocal.

(Applied; answer: c; page 9)

29. Kelly and Anthony have just married and moved in with Anthony’s parents. This residency patterns is called 

a. patrilocal.




b. matrilocal.



c. neolocal.

d. bilocal.

(Applied; answer: a; page 9)

30. Since the early 1990s, increasingly young married adults have tended to live

a. with the parents of the husband.


b. by themselves in their own residence.



c. with the parents of the wife.

d. with the parents of either the wife or husband – or sometimes with the grandparents of one of the partners.

(Factual; answer: d; page 9)

31.  In ________________ family structures, both partners share power and authority about equally.

a. matriarchal

b. patriarchal

c. neolocal

d. egalitarian

(Conceptual; answer: d; page 9-10)

32. According to the text, people who have the “nostalgia bug” aren’t aware of several facts, including

a. teenage pregnancy rates were higher in the 1950s than they are today.

b. people have been talking about and writing about child abuse and domestic violence since the early 1900s.

c. parents spend less time with their children today than in the past.

d. most marriages were happier in the past than they are today.

(Factual; answer: a; page 13)

33. Family myths about what is “natural” include the belief that

a. married couples must be everything to each other.

b. people should get married and have children.

c. families should be self-sufficient.

d. families are safe places.

(Factual; answer: b; page 13)

34. Which of the following statements is TRUE concerning self-sufficiency and the American family?

a. Few families—past or present—have been entirely self-sufficient.

b. Most families in the past were entirely self-sufficient.

c. Middle class families tend to prosper because they are self-sufficient.

d. Only the poorest families tend to need help from the government.

(Factual; answer: a; page 13)

35. To say that the family is a “haven in a heartless world” is to say that the family should

a. be mostly self-sufficient.

b. physically care for elderly family members.

c. be the only group responsible for raising children.

d. provide, love, nurturance, and emotional support.

(Conceptual; answer: d; page 14)

36. All of the following statements are part of the myth of the perfect marriage EXCEPT 

a. couples should be good providers.

b. couples should be fantastic sexual partners.

c. couples should be spiritual soul mates.

d. couples should be of the same race and ethnicity.

(Conceptual; answer: d; page 15)
37. According to several national surveys examining the value we place on marriage and the family,

a. Americans rank their family as less important to them than work or religion.

b. few high school seniors say that having a good marriage and family are extremely important.

c. the majority of first-year college students say that raising a family is “very important” in their lives.

d. most “millennial” teens (those born after 1982) say they do not trust or feel close to their parents.

(Factual; answer: c; page 15)

38. The text points out that the status of the family continues to spark debate among three schools of thought. Which of the following is NOT one of these schools of thought?

a. the family is disappearing

b. the family is deteriorating

c. the family is changing, not deteriorating

d. the family is stronger than ever

(Factual; answer: a; page 16)

39. People who adhere to the “family is deteriorating” school of thought think that

a. as soon as an individual realizes that she or he is unhappy in a marriage, she or he should leave.

b. financial success is the most important factor in keeping families together.

c. marital partners should increase their sense of entitlement and decrease their sense of duty.

d. marriage should exist for the sake of children and not just for adults.

(Conceptual; answer: d; page 16)

40. Many who endorse the “family is deteriorating” perspective imply that the family could be shored up if

a. men and women waited to get married until they were older and more mature.

b. people had fewer children to care for.

c. fathers were breadwinners and mothers cared for children and the home.

d. fathers spent more time nurturing their children. 

(Conceptual; answer: c; page 16)

41. According to the “family is changing, not deteriorating” perspective,

a. family problems such as desertion, out-of-wedlock birth, and child abuse have always existed.

b. the mother who works outside the home is a new phenomenon.

c. few single-parent families existed prior to 1950.

d. divorce did not become available until the late twentieth century.

(Conceptual; answer: a; page 16-17)

42. Between 1900 and 1950, the percentage of single-person households

a. stayed the same.

b. decreased dramatically.

c. increased dramatically.

d. was largely unknown.

(Factual; answer: c; page 17)

43. Some social scientists argue that, despite myriad problems, families are happier today than in the past because

a. people are usually happier in remarriages than first marriages.

b. there has been an increase in multigenerational relationships.

c. the minimum wage is now adequate to raise a family.

d. adult children are not expected to live with their parents.

(Factual; answer: b; page 17)

44. Studies examining the amount of time parents spend with their children have shown that

a. children spend less time with their parents today than was the case several decades ago.

b. children spend more time with parents today than was the case several decades ago.

c. children in families where both parents work tend to spend less time with their parents than was the case several decades ago.

d. the amount of time children spend with their parents has not change for the last several decades.

(Factual; answer: b; page 18)

45. What are the two demographic changes that have had the most far-reaching consequences for family life?

a. declining birthrates and an increase in the average age of the population

b. more marriages and a decline in birthrates

c. shorter life expectancy and  higher divorce rates

d. higher divorce rates and an increase in the average age of the population

(Factual; answer: a; page 18)

46. The “empty-nest syndrome” refers to 

a. living by oneself after a divorce.

b. childless couples.

c. the departure of grown children from the home.

d. the rise of one-parent families

(Conceptual; answer: c; page 18)
47. According to the Census Bureau, which of the following is NOT a nonfamily household?

a. a single woman living by herself

b. a gay or lesbian couple living together

c. two or more roommates living together

d. a childless married couple living together.

(Applied; answer: d;
page 18)

48. Which of the following statements is TRUE concerning nonfamily households in the U.S.?

a. the percentage of nonfamily households has decreased since 1970

b. the percentage of nonfamily households has increased since 1970

c. the percentage of nonfamily households has stayed the same since 1970

d. the percentage of nonfamily households in the U.S. is greater than the percentage of family households

(Factual; answer: b; page 18)

49. Part of the increase in one-parent families is due to 

a. couples cohabitating rather than marrying.

b. the surge in births to unmarried women.

c. the decline in remarriage after divorce.

d. the decline in the number of children under 18.

(Factual; answer: b; page 18)

50. Which group makes up one of the fastest growing households?

a. married people with children.

b. cohabitors with children.

c. roommates.

d. singles.

(Factual; answer: d; page 18)

51. Which of the following is NOT a reason why singles make up one of the fastest growing groups?

a. Many young adults no longer value marriage.

b. Many young adults are postponing marriage.

c. People are more likely than in the past to outlive a partner.

d. Older women who are divorced or widowed remarry at much older rates than do older men.

(Factual; answer: a; page 18)

52. What types of marriages are especially likely to end in divorce?

a. first marriages of women over 30

b. marriages entered into because the woman became pregnant

c. marriages in which the couple had children

d. marriages where the husband is younger than the wife

(Factual; answer: b; page 19)

53. Between 1960 and 2000, the proportion of children living with a never-married parent

a. decreased.



b. stayed the same.


c. increased.

d. could not be measured.

(Factual; answer: c; page 19)

54. Among one-parent families, most are

a. father-child families. 



b. grandmother-child families.


c. parent-grandparent families.

d. mother-child families.

(Factual; answer: d; page 19)

55. Of mothers with children under 6 years of age, __________ are in the labor force.

a. very few

b. a minority

c. a majority

d. an unknown number

(Factual; answer: c; page 19)

56. Which of the following statements is true concerning where ethnic families live?

a. Ethnic families tend to live mainly on the west coast or east coast.

b. Ethnic families tend to move to areas with few other ethnic families to avoid competition for jobs.

c. Ethnic families tend to cluster in areas with established immigrant communities that can help newcomers find housing and jobs.

d. Federal government policies have encouraged immigrants to live in many different geographic regions.

(Factual; answer: c; page 21)

57. To study people’s choices, social scientists often take a(n) __________, focusing on individual’s social interactions in specific settings. 

a. macro-level perspective



b. micro-level perspective



c. global perspective

d. objective perspective

(Conceptual; answer: b; page 21)

58. To study constraints that limit individuals’ options, focusing on large-scale patterns that characterize society as a whole, social scientists take a(n) 

a. objective perspective.



b. micro-level perspective. 



c. macro-level perspective.

d. global perspective.

(Conceptual; answer: c; page 21)

59. Which of the following is a micro-level influence on the family?

a. Technological innovations

b. Popular culture

c. Social movements

d. Individual choices

(Conceptual; answer: d; page 22)

60. Which of the following is a macro-level level influence on the family?

a. economic forces

b. contraceptive practices

c. difficulty balancing various roles

d. communication styles among married partners

(Applied; answer: a; page 22)

61. Televisions, videocassette recorders (VCRs), microwave ovens, and personal computers are examples of

a. economic shifts.

 

b. social movements.



c. family policies.

d. technological innovations.

(Applied; answer: d; page 22)

62. Laws about when and whom we marry are an example of 

a. social movements.


b. family policies. 



c. economic shifts.

d. technological innovations.

(Applied; answer: b; 
page 24)

63. Which of the following is NOT one of the reasons why it is important to have a cross-cultural and global perspective when understanding the family?

a. The U.S. today is a mosaic of many cultural, religious, ethnic, racial, and socioeconomic groups.

b. The world is shrinking and thus we are more likely to come into contact with family practices and customs in other cultures.

c. U.S. businesses recognize the importance of understanding other societies.

d. Understanding the customs of other countries supports our ideas that U.S. family forms are the norm.

(Factual; answer: d; page 24)

True and False

64. Traditionally, a family has been defined as two or more people living together who are emotionally committed to each other.

(Conceptual; answer: False; page 4)

65. Every society has norms, or culturally defined rules for behavior, regarding who may engage in sexual relations, with whom, and under what circumstances.

(Factual; answer: True; page 6)

66. Most couples today plan to stay child-free.

(Factual; answer: False; page 6)

67. Some socialization is unconscious and may be unintentional, such as teaching culturally accepted stereotypical gender traits.

(Factual; answer: True; page 6)

68. The family is a primary group because it provides nurturance, love, and emotional sustenance.

(Conceptual; answer: True; page 7)

69.  People in the same social class tend to have similar attitudes , values, and leisure interests.

(Conceptual; answer: True; page 7)

70.  Common-law marriage is an example of a ceremonial marriage.

(Conceptual; answer: False; page 8)

71. Exogamy requires people to marry or have sexual relations within a certain group.

(Conceptual; answer: False; page 8)

72.  As the number of single-parent families increases in industrialized countries, extended families are becoming less common.

(Factual; answer: False; page 8)

73.  The most common pattern of authority in the family is patriarchy.

(Factual; answer: True; page 9)

74. Many Americans think they have egalitarian families but our families tend to be patriarchal.

(Factual; answer: True; page 10)

75. Serial monogamy is having two or more spouses at the same time.

(Conceptual; answer: False; page 10)

76. In contrast to polygyny, polyandry is common in many societies.

(Conceptual/Factual; answer: False; page 10)

77.  Most people are born into a biological family, or family of orientation.

 (Conceptual; answer: False; page 11)

78. Most popular television shows are rarely representative of real families.

(Factual; answer: True; page 12)

79.  Myths about the family can be both functional and dysfunctional.

(Factual; answer: True; page 12)

80. Chances of not growing up in a nuclear family were much greater in the past than they are now.

(Factual; answer: True; page 13)

81. All families provide love, nurturance, and emotional support to their family members.

(Factual; answer: False; page 14)

82. Most people have realistic expectations about what marriage is like.

(Factual; answer: False; page 15)

83. Those who believe the “family is deteriorating” argue that the changes we are experiencing are extensions of long-standing family patterns.

(Conceptual; answer: False; page 16)

84. Those who believe that the “family is changing, not deteriorating” might point out that family problems such as desertion, out-of-wedlock birth, and child abuse have always existed.

(Conceptual; answer: True; page 16-17)

85.  Some social scientists argue that despite myriad problems, families are happier today than in the past because of the increase in multi-generational relationships.

(Factual; answer: True; page 17)

86. Mothers and fathers spend less time interacting with their children today than they did in 1965 when many families were male-breadwinner/female-homemaker families.

(Factual; answer: False; page 18)

87. Since the end of the eighteenth century, most American women have been bearing fewer children, having them closer together, and finishing child rearing at an earlier age.

(Factual; answer: True; page 18)

88. The U.S. Census Bureau's definition of a family household would include cohabiting couples.

(Applied; answer: False; page 18)

89.  The number of married-couple households with children under age 18 has increased over the last forty years.

(Factual; answer: False; page 18)

90. The majority of married women with children under the age of six are in the paid labor force.

(Factual; answer: True; page 19)

91.  In the largest cities of some states---especially those in California and Texas---the percentages of people who don't speak English are higher than those who do speak English.

(Factual; answer: True; page 20)

92. When social scientists focus on large-scale patterns that characterize society as a whole, they are using a micro-level perspective.

(Conceptual; answer: False; page 21)

93. Technological innovations and economic forces are examples of macro-level influences on the family.

(Conceptual; answer: True; page 22)

94.  Technologies, such as email and the internet, can have positive effects on family relationships.

(Factual; answer: True; page 23)

95.  Since Latino families are huge consumers of prime-time television, many TV shows now feature Latinos and Latino families.

(Factual; answer: False; page 23)

96.  Government rarely gets involved in our private family lives.

(Factual; answer: False; page 24)

97.  Understanding the customs of other countries supports our notion that U.S. family forms are ideal.

(Factual; answer: False; page 24-25)

Short Answer

98.  Why is there no universal definition of the family?

Contemporary household arrangements are complex and traditional definitions usually exclude a number of diverse groups that consider themselves families, e.g. child-free couples, cohabiting couples, foster parents and their charges, elderly sisters living together, gay and lesbian couples with and without children, and grandparents raising grandchildren.

(Conceptual; page 4)

99. Do television shows accurately reflect family structure?  Why or why not?

As reflected in many television shows, diverse family structures are more acceptable today than ever before.  However, at the same time, some of the most popular programs are rarely representative of real families.  For example, children are shown living with single fathers when most children live with both parents or only their mother.

(Factual; page 12)

100. State two ways that social class can affect family life.

Social class affects when people marry, how many children they have, how parents socialize their children, and how partners and spouses relate to each other. Lower social class is associated with greater risk of adolescent non-marital childbearing, dropping out of high school, committing street crimes, child neglect, and engaging in domestic violence.

(Factual; page 7)

101. Why are extended families living together or nearby becoming more common in industrialized societies?

Such families make it easier for a single parent to work outside the home, raise children, and perform household tasks.

(Factual; page 8)

102. List two ways that myths about marriage and the family can be dysfunctional.

We may feel that there is something wrong with us, or become critical of our family members, if we or they do not live up to some idealized image. Myths can divert our attention from widespread social problems that lead to family crises.

(Conceptual; page 12)

103. List two ways that myths about marriage and the family can be functional.

Myths can give us hope that we can have a good marriage and family life. Myths can free us from guilt and shame.

(Conceptual; page 12)

Essay

104. Compare and contrast the three perspectives on the family—family is deteriorating, family is changing, not deteriorating, or family is stronger than ever—as to how they would view the increase in unmarried couple households in the United States.


Family is deteriorating: This perspective is worried that we are in a “marriage crisis” and would view unmarried couple households as part of the larger “family decay” in our society, which includes high rates of divorce and children born out of wedlock, latchkey children, single parent families, and an increase in the number of people deciding not to get married. This perspective would argue that couples live together rather than marry because they lack individual responsibility, lack commitment to each other, and are just plain selfish. Couples who do not marry are putting their own needs above family duties.  This perspective would argue that marriage exists for the sake of the children and not just for adults and a couple who is not married is not stable enough to raise kids well. 


Family is changing, not deteriorating:  This perspective argues that the changes in the family we are experiencing today are extensions of long-standing family patterns. This perspective also notes that there have always been problems in the family, and that today’s families are not as bad off as some people think. If people are living together before getting married, this may be in response to divorce rates that have been increasing over many years. And if in fact people postpone marriage until they are older, are more mature, and have stable careers, this may be a good thing. Also, the family over all is coping with these societal changes and can adapt to alternatives to marriage such a living together. 
Family is stronger than ever: This perspective would argue that the family is much more strong and loving today than it was in the past because family members have more equitable roles at home and are more accepting of diverse family forms (such as unmarried couple homes). Also, most Americans believe that marriage is a lifetime commitment that should end only under extreme circumstances, and living together before marriage may be a way of trying to make that happen.

(Conceptual; pages 18)

105. How have the demographic trends in changing families discussed in the chapter been reflected in your own family?

Student can discuss what type of family (married couple with or without children, single parent) or nonfamily household they live in, whether they or anyone in their family is remaining single or cohabiting, whether they or members of their family have divorced and remarried, or if their mothers worked in the paid labor force while they were young, or whether their grandparents are still living.

(Applied; pages 18-20)

106. Choose one (or more) of the following macro-level influences on the family and discuss how it has affected your own family: economic forces, technological innovations, popular culture, social movements, and family policies.


Economic Forces: The student could discuss how the nature of the economy has changed, such that both their parents had to work or that they are postponing marriage and parenthood to get a college education. Student could also discuss negative impacts such as unemployment and job dissatisfaction and their affect on their family.


Technological Innovations:  The student could discuss how birthrates in their family have declined and how family members are living longer due to medical advances which may result in their parents caring for their grandparents. Student could also discuss the effects of TV, e-mail and the Internet on interactions with family members. 


Popular Culture: The student could discuss how their families reflect or do not reflect popular culture. 


Social Movements:  The student could discuss how the civil rights movement, the women’s movement, the gay rights movement, or the marriage movement has affected their family. For example, perhaps they themselves or another family member is living in an openly gay or lesbian relationship and are more accepted by their family members because of the gay rights movement. 


Family Policies: The student could discuss the procedures they went through to legally marry or why they are not allowed to legally marry.

(Applied; pages 22-24)
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