Chapter 1: Sociology: An Introduction
MULTIPLE CHOICE

1.
The ability to both participate in social life and to analyze the broader meanings of what is occurring is known as

	a.
	social analysis

	b.
	sociological imagination

	c.
	social conditioning

	d.
	sociological examination


ANS:
B
REF:
3
OBJ:
1

2.
The realities of life that we create as social beings are called

	a.
	social examinations

	b.
	social realities

	c.
	social facts

	d.
	social conditions


ANS:
D
REF:
3
OBJ:
1

3.
Which of the following would NOT be considered a social condition?

	a.
	drug use

	b.
	wealth

	c.
	deafness

	d.
	crime


ANS:
C
REF:
3
OBJ:
1

4.
Which of the following sociologists is credited with making the term sociological imagination famous?

	a.
	Emile Durkheim

	b.
	George Ritzer

	c.
	Auguste Comte

	d.
	Wright Mills


ANS:
D
REF:
4
OBJ:
3

5.
Which of the following terms was used by C. Wright Mills to refer to the process by which human beings see the links between their own individual biographies and the course of human history?

	a.
	sociological consciousness

	b.
	sociological environmentalism

	c.
	the sociological challenge

	d.
	the sociological imagination


ANS:
D
REF:
4
OBJ:
1

6.
By using the sociological imagination individuals can:

	a.
	allow for a more scientific approach to the study of human events

	b.
	give citizens a greater say in public policy making

	c.
	give governments greater control over society

	d.
	gain wisdom about the society in which we live


ANS:
D
REF:
4
OBJ:
1

7.
The scientific study of human societies and human behavior in the many groups that make up a society is called:

	a.
	economics

	b.
	psychology

	c.
	social psychology

	d.
	sociology


ANS:
D
REF:
5
OBJ:
1

8.
From a sociologist’s perspective, social conditions in general can best be described as

	a.
	the social environment

	b.
	our perception of the way life is

	c.
	realities of life we create as human beings

	d.
	how people respond to their environment


ANS:
C
REF:
3
OBJ:
1

9.
Beth Johnson graduated with a law degree from her state university.  For the past six months she has been trying to get a job but has met with little success.  She notes that most of her friends who graduated at the same time are also as yet unemployed.  Johnson has concluded that her inability to obtain suitable employment is the result of poor economic conditions.  According to C. Wright Mills, her conclusion is an example of:

	a.
	personal resignation

	b.
	sociological imagination

	c.
	structural unemployment

	d.
	technological displacement


ANS:
B
REF:
4
OBJ:
1

10.
Sociologists are continually seeking knowledge about

	a.
	individual behavior

	b.
	human psychology

	c.
	animal behavior

	d.
	differences in the behaviors of entire societies


ANS:
D
REF:
5
OBJ:
1
NOTE: Web Quiz

11.
Sociologists often speak of social behavior as taking place at three levels.  Which of the following is NOT one of those levels?

	a.
	macro

	b.
	micro

	c.
	middle

	d.
	modal


ANS:
D
REF:
7
OBJ:
2

12.
Research on the long term effects of war on primitive societies would be at which level of analysis?

	a.
	macro

	b.
	multi

	c.
	micro

	d.
	middle


ANS:
A
REF:
6
OBJ:
2
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Revolutions; intercontinental migrations; emergence
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Relations in bureaucracies; social movements;
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TYPICAL QUESTIONS

How are entire societies or institutions changing?
How does bureaucracy affect personality?
Do all social movements go through similar stages?

How do people create and take roles in groups?
How are group structures created?





13.
An example of micro-level social phenomena is seen in the:

	a.
	birthrate among young black women

	b.
	conflict in the Middle East

	c.
	relationships between and among the sisters in the Omega chapter of Gamma Alpha Lambda sorority

	d.
	spread of AIDS


ANS:
C
REF:
5-6
OBJ:
2 

14.
For years Professor Boren has concentrated her research efforts in sociology on the relationships between industrialized and third world nations.  Her work focuses on which of the following levels of social phenomena?

	a.
	macro

	b.
	micro

	c.
	middle

	d.
	international


ANS:
A
REF:
6
OBJ:
2

15.
Which of the following levels of sociological analysis focuses on those social phenomena occurring in bureaucracies, organizations, and social movements?

	a.
	macro

	b.
	middle

	c.
	micro

	d.
	global


ANS:
B
REF:
6
OBJ:
2

16.
A sociologist who is concerned with how the social structures in which we participate shape our self-image and enactment of roles is engaging in which of the following levels of sociological analysis?

	a.
	exchange

	b.
	interaction

	c.
	middle-level

	d.
	micro level


ANS:
D
REF:
5-6
OBJ:
2

17.
Professor Harper studied the impact of evacuation from New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina on 100 families currently living in Atlanta, GA.  Her research is an example of sociology at which level?

	a.
	macro

	b.
	micro

	c.
	middle

	d.
	modal


ANS:
C
REF:
6
OBJ:
2

18.
Research into the increasing use of low-wage labor in other countries and the decline of the apparel manufacturing industry in the United States is an example of which of the following levels of sociological inquiry?

	a.
	macro

	b.
	micro

	c.
	middle

	d.
	modal


ANS:
A
REF:
6
OBJ:
2

19.
The roots of modern sociology can be found in the works of

	a.
	Francis Bacon

	b.
	Rene Descartes

	c.
	Blaise Pascal

	d.
	all of these


ANS:
D
REF:
7
OBJ:
3

20.
During eighteenth century it was discovered that questions about the order of society could be answered through

	a.
	debates about justice

	b.
	the Scriptures

	c.
	the scientific method

	d.
	the classics of ancient Greece and Rome


ANS:
C
REF:
8
OBJ:
3
NOTE: Web Quiz

21.
Sociology arose as a scientific discipline during a period characterized by:

	a.
	kings and queens continuing to rule by divine right

	b.
	relative peace and tranquility allowing time for contemplation

	c.
	reliance on the writings of classical philosophers for understanding human experience

	d.
	social and philosophical upheaval


ANS:
D
REF:
7-8
OBJ:
3

22.
The term “sociology” was first used by:

	a.
	Auguste Comte

	b.
	Emile Durkheim

	c.
	Karl Marx

	d.
	Max Weber


ANS:
A
REF:
8
OBJ:
3

23.
All of the following are among the 19th century social theorists except

	a.
	Karl Marx

	b.
	Emile Durkheim

	c.
	Robert Merton

	d.
	Max Weber


ANS:
C
REF:
8-9
OBJ:
3

24.
The founder of scientific sociological thought in France was

	a.
	Karl Marx

	b.
	Emile Durkheim

	c.
	Robert Merton

	d.
	Max Weber


ANS:
B
REF:
8-9
OBJ:
3 

25.
The early sociologists devoted most of their writings to

	a.
	comparing existing societies and civilizations

	b.
	how societies influence human behavior

	c.
	developing theories of social change

	d.
	all of these


ANS:
D
REF:
8
OBJ:
3

26.
Karl Marx developed theories that primarily focused on

	a.
	social and economic transformations in societies

	b.
	the use of data to assess the directions of social change

	c.
	the evolving forms of government and administration

	d.
	international changes in cultures.


ANS:
A
REF:
8
OBJ:
3

27.
The use of comparative data to assess the directions and consequences of social change was first used by

	a.
	August Comte

	b.
	Karl Marx

	c.
	Emile Durkheim

	d.
	Max Weber


ANS:
D
REF:
9
OBJ:
3

28.
A central concept in the sociology of Karl Marx was the idea that:

	a.
	bureaucracy would increasingly dominate the lives of individuals

	b.
	social change results primarily from population growth

	c.
	revolutions would arise in which workers would overthrow capitalism

	d.
	variations in the organization of work and community life explained social change


ANS:
C
REF:
8
OBJ:
3

29.
A key principle in the sociology of Emile Durkheim was:

	a.
	agreement with Marx that violent revolution was the major source of social change

	b.
	the view that sociology is the “queen of sciences”

	c.
	that the rise of bureaucracy is critical to understanding social change

	d.
	concerned with the changes in societies as they become larger


ANS:
D
REF:
8-9
OBJ:
3

30.
Max Weber was the first early sociologist to understand:

	a.
	the newly evolving forms of government and administration

	b.
	that population growth was the most important factor in social change

	c.
	the scientific method could be used with profit to study human society

	d.
	that violent revolution was a key element in the transformation of society


ANS:
A
REF:
9
OBJ:
3
NOTE: Web Quiz

31.
The belief that sociology should be a “value-free” science was first proposed by:

	a.
	Auguste Comte

	b.
	Emile Durkheim

	c.
	Karl Marx

	d.
	Max Weber


ANS:
D
REF:
9
OBJ:
3

32.
The prediction of violent revolutions emerging out of the conflict between wealthy owners and impoverished workers was a core element in the sociology of:

	a.
	Auguste Comte

	b.
	Emile Durkheim

	c.
	Karl Marx

	d.
	Max Weber


ANS:
C
REF:
9
OBJ:
3

33.
Evidence that sociology has developed into a global scene is found in the work of

	a.
	Ibn Khaldun

	b.
	Manjula Giri

	c.
	Harriett Martineau

	d.
	W.E.B. DuBois


ANS:
B
REF:
9
OBJ:
3

34.
Manjula Giri, a modern sociologist from a developing nation, works to

	a.
	improve conditions of women in British factories

	b.
	free children from unsanitary living conditions

	c.
	assist women in using birth control

	d.
	help local women develop a farming cooperative


ANS:
D
REF:
9
OBJ:
3

35.
One of the first sociologists to utilize the social survey was
	a.
	W.E.B. DuBois

	b.
	Robert Park

	c.
	Ernest Burgess

	d.
	Emile Durkheim


ANS:
A
REF:
10
OBJ:
3

36.
The term “empirical” refers to:

	a.
	carefully gathered, unbiased data regarding social conditions and behavior

	b.
	the application of moral principles to social policy

	c.
	the application of scientific methods to the study of moral problems

	d.
	using the techniques of investigative journalism to analyze social problems


ANS:
A
REF:
0
OBJ:
2 

37.
Which of the following investigations related to human social life is most likely to be an empirical study?

	a.
	In an effort to determine the percentage of blacks living in a certain southern city, Ms. Davis stands on a street corner in an upper class neighborhood and counts all the people passing by, dividing them into racial groups

	b.
	Interested in knowing the influence of ideas on human social life, Mr. Smith researches the topic in the encyclopedia

	c.
	Mr. Smith surveys 200 deaf and hearing teenagers on their opinions regarding the sex role  division of labor in the home

	d.
	Ms. Davis interviews medical professionals and families for an article in Newsweek magazine on Alzheimer’s Disease


ANS:
C
REF:
10
OBJ:
2

38.
“Empirical” information consists of:

	a.
	common sense

	b.
	personal knowledge accumulated through years of experience

	c.
	carefully collected, unbiased data

	d.
	the carefully considered opinions of social observers


ANS:
C
REF:
10
OBJ:
2

39.
The emphasis on empirical data in American sociology is rooted in the:

	a.
	demands of government for reliable information

	b.
	reform movements around the turn of the century

	c.
	rejection of solutions based on theology and tradition

	d.
	requirement that the social sciences be thoroughly subjective


ANS:
B
REF:
10
OBJ:
2

40.
Early American sociologists focused on such issues as the:

	a.
	effects of rapidly changing social conditions

	b.
	influence of Western philosophy on the lives of immigrants

	c.
	moral causes of poverty

	d.
	rise of capitalism


ANS:
A
REF:
10
OBJ:
3
NOTE: Web Quiz

41.
The most fertile ground for the development of sociology was:

	a.
	England

	b.
	France

	c.
	Germany

	d.
	North America


ANS:
D
REF:
10
OBJ:
3

42.
The main goal of modern sociology is:

	a.
	seeking answers to questions backed by evidence

	b.
	speculation about causes and results of social phenomena

	c.
	the development of well-reasoned discourse on social issues

	d.
	the solution of social problems based on the opinions of experts


ANS:
A
REF:
10
OBJ:
3

43.
The most common form of empirical research carried out during the early history of American sociology was:

	a.
	field experiments

	b.
	laboratory experiments

	c.
	social surveys

	d.
	personality testing


ANS:
C
REF:
10
OBJ:
2

44.
During the late 1920s the major focus of the “Chicago School” of American sociology was:

	a.
	macro-level analyses of social structure and change

	b.
	middle-level analyses designed to make workers more productive by modifying the structure of work organizations

	c.
	the historical factors that brought about industrialization

	d.
	the relationship between the individual and society


ANS:
D
REF:
11-12
OBJ:
4

45.
Which of the following was NOT characteristic of the “Chicago School” of sociology in the early 1920s?

	a.
	It focused on description by collecting facts about how people lived in a particular community within a broader theoretical framework.

	b.
	It saw the city as a “social laboratory.”

	c.
	It saw the larger society as a living organism with certain needs that had to be met if it were to survive.

	d.
	The main concern was the issues of racism and social conditions in minority communities.


ANS:
D
REF:
11-12
OBJ:
4

46.
Among the leading sociologists in the human ecology approach to the study of social behavior was

	a.
	Emile Durkheim

	b.
	George Herbert Mead

	c.
	Karl Marx

	d.
	Robert Park


ANS:
D
REF:
11
OBJ:
4

47.
The human ecology approach used by Park and Burgess emphasized

	a.
	creation and maintenance of social structures

	b.
	decline of populations

	c.
	the link between macro level changes to patterns of settlement in cities

	d.
	role of power and conflict in society


ANS:
C
REF:
12
OBJ:
4

48.
From the ecological perspective, the term “community” refers to:

	a.
	a group of people who share a common identity

	b.
	a population that carries out major functions within a given territory

	c.
	people who work together in order to achieve some common goal

	d.
	people with similar racial and ethnic backgrounds


ANS:
B
REF:
12
OBJ:
4 

49.
The human ecology approach in sociology takes the position that the study of human society should begin with such empirical questions as the:

	a.
	distribution of populations in time and space

	b.
	distribution of power and wealth

	c.
	interaction between individuals within a small group

	d.
	relationship between industrialized nations and the third world


ANS:
A
REF:
12
OBJ:
4

50.
The most important contribution of human ecologists to the discipline of sociology is the inclusion of

	a.
	processes of power and wealth

	b.
	processes by which populations change and communities form

	c.
	interactions between groups of people in communities

	d.
	distributions of resources in communities


ANS:
B
REF:
12
OBJ:
4
NOTE: Web Quiz

51.
The subject of DuBois’ research employing the social survey was

	a.
	employment of negro boys in Philadelphia

	b.
	education level of Italian immigrants in Chicago

	c.
	family size of Hispanic families in Miami

	d.
	employment of single parents in New York


ANS:
A
REF:
13
OBJ:
3

52.
Which of the following was most interested in the social conditions of northern blacks at the turn of the century?

	a.
	Ernest Burgess

	b.
	Jane Addams

	c.
	Robert Park

	d.
	W. E. B. DuBois


ANS:
D
REF:
13
OBJ:
3

53.
The first black sociologist to gain worldwide recognition was:

	a.
	Jacob Riis.

	b.
	Jane Addams.

	c.
	Karl Marx.

	d.
	W. E. B. DuBois.


ANS:
D
REF:
13
OBJ:
3

54.
Which of the following is NOT a factor offered by W. E. B. DuBois to explain why the economic advancement of blacks was difficult?

	a.
	Blacks were inferior physically and mentally to whites.

	b.
	The legacy of slavery did not give blacks the necessary skills to make them competitive in the marketplace.

	c.
	There was a great deal of discrimination against blacks.

	d.
	Under slavery blacks had been trained to avoid work.


ANS:
A
REF:
13
OBJ:
3

55.
The term sociological perspective refers to

	a.
	views of social order

	b.
	descriptions of sociological groups

	c.
	sets of ideas and theories that are used to understand problems of society

	d.
	views of interaction and conflict between different social groups


ANS:
C
REF:
12
OBJ:
1

56.
The interactionist perspective examines social issues such as

	a.
	how individuals interact

	b.
	how individuals interpret their own and other people’s actions

	c.
	the consequences of interaction between individuals for the larger social group

	d.
	all of these


ANS:
D
REF:
12-14
OBJ:
4

57.
The interactionist perspective has as its general framework the issue of

	a.
	conflict and the distribution of power

	b.
	how society organizes to meet its needs

	c.
	how society functions as a social system

	d.
	how social order and social change that result from repeated interaction


ANS:
D
REF:
14
OBJ:
4

58.
The sociological approach that emphasizes the relationships among social order, social disorganization, and the distribution of populations in time and space is:

	a.
	conflict theory

	b.
	functionalism

	c.
	human ecology

	d.
	symbolic interactionism


ANS:
C
REF:
12
OBJ:
4

59.
The problem of how people manage to communicate their values and arrive at mutual understanding is a central concern of which of the following theoretical perspectives?

	a.
	exchange theory

	b.
	functionalism

	c.
	human ecology

	d.
	symbolic interactionism


ANS:
D
REF:
12-14
OBJ:
4

60.
The interactionist perspective holds that all of the following are important in understanding human behavior EXCEPT:

	a.
	how individuals interact

	b.
	how people interpret their own behavior

	c.
	how people interpret the actions of others

	d.
	how social institutions are linked together in a system


ANS:
D
REF:
12-14
OBJ:
4 
NOTE: Web Quiz

61.
The major areas of inquiry within the general framework of interactionism deal with symbolic interactionism and:

	a.
	conflict theory

	b.
	rational choice

	c.
	functionalism

	d.
	social systems theory


ANS:
B
REF:
14
OBJ:
4

62.
Exchange theory takes the position that people make social choices based on a rational calculation of:

	a.
	costs and benefits

	b.
	conservation and preservation

	c.
	exploitation and domination

	d.
	loyalty and allegiance


ANS:
A
REF:
15
OBJ:
4

63.
Which of the following ideas is central to the symbolic interactionist paradigm of social life?

	a.
	Class conflict is the major characteristic of society.

	b.
	Social life is constructed through acts of social communication.

	c.
	Society is essentially a web of group affiliations.

	d.
	The many groups and organizations that make up a society form the structure of that society.


ANS:
B
REF:
16
OBJ:
4

64.
When people perceive an interaction as being one-way, according to exchange theory they are likely to:

	a.
	conclude that they are getting the best of the deal

	b.
	do nothing, since calculation of benefits and/or losses is not a part of social relationships

	c.
	feel that they are being exploited

	d.
	remain in the relationship because of the advantage they seem to enjoy


ANS:
C
REF:
15
OBJ:
4

65.
The idea that the social order is “constructed” is characteristic of which of the following approaches to sociology?

	a.
	conflict theory

	b.
	functionalism

	c.
	human ecology

	d.
	symbolic interactionism


ANS:
D
REF:
16
OBJ:
4

66.
How people learn to play certain roles is a question generated by which theoretical perspective?

	a.
	functionalist

	b.
	conflict

	c.
	interactionist

	d.
	exchange


ANS:
C
REF:
16
OBJ:
4

67.
An important concept in symbolic interaction found in the works of Irving Goffman is the idea that:

	a.
	people play roles or engage in “performances.”

	b.
	revolutions are the result of the oppression of some groups by other groups.

	c.
	social communication is entirely haphazard and unplanned.

	d.
	bureaucratic organizations arise out of social disharmony.


ANS:
A
REF:
16
OBJ:
4

68.
In a study of the black family, the sociologist taking the interactionist perspective might ask which of the following questions?

	a.
	How do laws dealing with education or child support impact the black family?

	b.
	How has the economic system of society influenced the structure of the black family?

	c.
	To what extent and why do divorce rates differ between white and black families?

	d.
	What does her situation mean to the black mother, and how does her interpretation of that meaning influence her behavior?


ANS:
D
REF:
16
OBJ:
4

69.
The sociological perspective that focuses on how societies carry out functions that maintain social order is:

	a.
	conflict theory

	b.
	functionalism

	c.
	symbolic interactionism

	d.
	the ecological perspective


ANS:
C
REF:
16-17
OBJ:
4

70.
Studying formal organizations is an application of

	a.
	the functionalist perspective

	b.
	the interactionist perspective

	c.
	the dramaturgical approach

	d.
	the conflict approach


ANS:
A
REF:
16-17
OBJ:
4
NOTE: Web Quiz

71.
The sociological perspective that focuses on how complex social systems carry out the essential functions of human life is:

	a.
	conflict theory

	b.
	functionalism

	c.
	symbolic interactionism

	d.
	the ecological perspective


ANS:
B
REF:
16-17
OBJ:
4

72.
When a society is functioning well and its major parts are in equilibrium, it is said to be:

	a.
	consolidated

	b.
	functional

	c.
	operative

	d.
	well-integrated


ANS:
D
REF:
16
OBJ:
4 

73.
The question “How does the institution of the family contribute to meeting society needs?” is most characteristic of which of the following perspectives?

	a.
	conflict theory

	b.
	functionalism

	c.
	symbolic interactionism

	d.
	the ecological perspective


ANS:
B
REF:
16-17
OBJ:
4

74.
When a particular social arrangement loses its purpose or function, it is said to be:

	a.
	semi-functional

	b.
	functional

	c.
	dysfunctional

	d.
	nonfunctional


ANS:
C
REF:
17
OBJ:
4

75.
A major flaw in the functionalist perspective is the contention that:

	a.
	human nature is too unpredictable.

	b.
	human societies rarely experience equilibrium.

	c.
	it fails to take into account human instincts.

	d.
	it is not scientific.


ANS:
B
REF:
17
OBJ:
4

76.
According to Marxian theory, the cause of societal conflict in modern times can be found in:

	a.
	human immorality

	b.
	inadequate theories of human nature

	c.
	the rise of capitalism

	d.
	the rise of Islam


ANS:
C
REF:
17
OBJ:
4

77.
The sociological perspective that emphasizes the role of differences among people in different economic classes is:

	a.
	conflict theory

	b.
	ethnomethodology

	c.
	functionalism

	d.
	symbolic interactionism


ANS:
A
REF:
17
OBJ:
4

78.
According to Karl Marx, the cause of conflict in modern times could be directly attributed to:

	a.
	food shortages

	b.
	the dramatic growth in population

	c.
	the division of people into different classes

	d.
	unrestricted immigration


ANS:
C
REF:
17-18
OBJ:
4

79.
All of the following are elements of Marx’s portrait of modern society EXCEPT:

	a.
	class conflict

	b.
	equilibrium

	c.
	exploitation

	d.
	domination


ANS:
B
REF:
17-18
OBJ:
4

80.
During the 1960s protests against the Vietnam War and discrimination against blacks and women were among the social movements of that time.  A sociologist studying these social movements would use which theoretical perspective?

	a.
	capitalist

	b.
	conflict

	c.
	exchange theory

	d.
	functionalist


ANS:
B
REF:
17
OBJ:
4
NOTE: Web Quiz

81.
Which of the following concepts is central to conflict theory?

	a.
	equilibrium

	b.
	everyday behavior

	c.
	power

	d.
	shared value systems


ANS:
C
REF:
18
OBJ:
4

82.
The ability of an individual or group to change the behavior of others is

	a.
	control

	b.
	exploitation

	c.
	degradation

	d.
	power


ANS:
D
REF:
18
OBJ:
4

83.
The question “Who benefits from the exercise of power and who loses?” is characteristic of which of the following theoretical perspectives?

	a.
	conflict theory

	b.
	functionalism

	c.
	symbolic interactionism

	d.
	the ecological perspective


ANS:
A
REF:
17-18
OBJ:
4

84.
An interest in how people get along and behave in groups and organizations is characteristic of which of the following perspectives?

	a.
	conflict theory

	b.
	functionalism

	c.
	symbolic interactionism

	d.
	the ecological perspective


ANS:
C
REF:
19 chart
OBJ:
4 

85.
Which of the following is a key element of the functionalist perspective?
	a.
	class conflict

	b.
	personal interaction

	c.
	exploitation

	d.
	social structure


ANS:
D
REF:
19 chart
OBJ:
4

86.
Megan believes that the mutual cooperation and support of the family, religious organizations, and the educational structures of society are essential to society’s stability and survival.  Her views of the nature of society are representative of which of the following perspectives in sociology?

	a.
	conflict

	b.
	functionalist

	c.
	interactionist

	d.
	pacifist


ANS:
B
REF:
19 chart
OBJ:
4

87.
Jason is studying behavior in a singles bar.  He takes notes on the actions of men approaching women and the reactions of the women approached.  His research is likely grounded in which of the following perspectives in sociology?

	a.
	conflict

	b.
	functionalist

	c.
	humanist

	d.
	interactionist


ANS:
D
REF:
19 chart
OBJ:
4

88.
The Board of Directors of Athens College, historically a women’s college, voted to become a coeducational institution.  Students were outraged and engaged in a two-week protest.  Professor McCaslin of the sociology department studied the dispute and the social action of the students.  His explanation of this social phenomenon would likely be cast in which sociological perspective?

	a.
	conflict

	b.
	conservative

	c.
	functionalist

	d.
	humanist


ANS:
A
REF:
19 chart
OBJ:
4

89.
Everyday wisdom declares that the most important factor in getting a job is not what you know but who you know.  A researcher is interested in how people create and develop such personal networks in their search for work.  Such a project would be based in which of the following perspectives in sociology?

	a.
	functionalist

	b.
	humanist

	c.
	interactionist

	d.
	socialist


ANS:
C
REF:
19 chart
OBJ:
4

90.
The different perspectives in sociology can be said to be:

	a.
	powerful analytical tools

	b.
	guides to questions about how people behave

	c.
	useful in determining sources of conflict

	d.
	concerned only with social structure


ANS:
A
REF:
19 chart
OBJ:
4
NOTE: Web Quiz

91.
Which of the following perspectives would be of most use to a sociologist who wishes to understand how social order is maintained and how it changes?

	a.
	conflict theory

	b.
	functionalism

	c.
	symbolic interactionism

	d.
	the ecological perspective


ANS:
A
REF:
19 chart
OBJ:
4

92.
The events of the world wars, the Depression, and the Holocaust gave impetus to the sociological perspective known as:

	a.
	conflict theory

	b.
	functionalism

	c.
	social psychology

	d.
	symbolic interactionism


ANS:
A
REF:
17
OBJ:
4

93.
Emile Durkheim, who pioneered scientific sociology in France, is especially noteworthy for his:

	a.
	comparisons of different societies showing how new forms of government were evolving

	b.
	fervent commitment to political activity as the primary way to bring about social change

	c.
	involvement in numerous insurrections and attempts at revolution in Germany and France

	d.
	use of comparative data to assess the consequences of social change


ANS:
D
REF:
8-9
OBJ:
3

94.
Early sociologists tended to think in:

	a.
	macrosociological terms

	b.
	microsociological terms

	c.
	middle level sociological terms

	d.
	modal sociological terms


ANS:
A
REF:
8
OBJ:
2

95.
When Jason wants to know how changes in our society are related to homelessness, he looks at the movement of factory jobs from the United States to overseas locations such as Mexico.  At what level of analysis is Jason analyzing the situation?

	a.
	micro level

	b.
	macro level

	c.
	middle level

	d.
	meso level


ANS:
B
REF:
6
OBJ:
2

96.
Heather looks at our society as a system of interrelated parts, while Amy sees a system of groups and individuals competing for scarce resources.  Heather is employing the __________ perspective while Amy is utilizing the __________ perspective.

	a.
	functionalist; conflict

	b.
	conflict: interactionist

	c.
	functionalist; interactionist

	d.
	interactionist; conflict


ANS:
A
REF:
16-17
OBJ:
4 

97.
John wants to spend time with his friends and hang out with them but his bride wants him to spend his leisure time at home with her.  He has to make some decisions as to how he spends his leisure time.  He decides the benefits of spending time with his wife are far greater than the costs of hanging out with the guys.  Which theoretical perspective did he apply in making this 
decision?

	a.
	functionalist

	b.
	conflict

	c.
	exchange

	d.
	interactionist


ANS:
C
REF:
15
OBJ:
4

98.
If a sociologist were to examine the differences in income of women and men as well as other basic inequalities, he or she would be using which perspective?

	a.
	functionalist

	b.
	conflict

	c.
	exchange

	d.
	interactionist


ANS:
B
REF:
17-18
OBJ:
4

99.
Ida B. Wells-Barnett wrote extensively about

	a.
	conditions of children in France

	b.
	new forms of discrimination and racism

	c.
	socialism and early phases of capitalism

	d.
	the failure to improve the conditions of women


ANS:
B
REF:
9
OBJ:
3

100.
Harriet Martineau, considered to be the first female sociologist, spent her professional career by

	a.
	working with the mentally ill

	b.
	writing interpretations of the early phases of capitalism and modernity

	c.
	gathering data on new forms of discrimination

	d.
	writing editorial opinions rather than objective research


ANS:
B
REF:
9
OBJ:
3
NOTE: Web Quiz

101.
Jane Addams, an early social reformer in America, focused her efforts on

	a.
	gaining empirical information about Chicago’s wealthiest citizens

	b.
	using surveys to gain information about Philadelphia’s black population

	c.
	aiding European immigrants

	d.
	working with her neighbors in Chicago’s West Side slum area


ANS:
D
REF:
10
OBJ:
3

102.
The roots of modern sociology can be found in 

	a.
	The ancient Greek philosophers

	b.
	Early American politics

	c.
	Most major world religions

	d.
	philosophers and scientists from the Great Enlightenment


ANS:
D
REF:
7
OBJ:
1
MSC:
New

103.
The invasion of Iraq by the United States and its allies demonstrates

	a.
	the conflict perspective

	b.
	a host of sociological failures

	c.
	the power of the U.S.

	d.
	God’s will for the U.S.


ANS:
B
REF:
4
OBJ:
1
MSC:
New

104.
Early sociologists tended to

	a.
	think in micro-level terms

	b.
	think in macro-level terms

	c.
	think in middle-level terms

	d.
	combine approaches at all levels


ANS:
B
REF:
8
OBJ:
3
MSC:
New

105.
______________ prompts us to look at patterns of behavior to see how they conform to and depart from normal expectations of profit and loss.

	a.
	conflict theory

	b.
	functionalist theory

	c.
	Interactionist theory

	d.
	rational-choice models


ANS:
D
REF:
15
OBJ:
4
MSC:
New

106.
What is the trouble with rational-choice models of human behavior?

	a.
	they do not focus on patterns of interaction

	b.
	they are not objective

	c.
	they do not always identify underlying values that cause action

	d.
	they are not based on empirical methods


ANS:
C
REF:
15
OBJ:
4
MSC:
New

107.
Somalia suffers from persistent famine due to:

	a.
	lack of food supplies

	b.
	high cost of irrigation

	c.
	social instability caused by war

	d.
	changing climate patterns


ANS:
C
REF:
14
OBJ:
4
MSC:
New

108.
Which region has the lowest percentage of malnutrition in underweight children?

	a.
	Africa

	b.
	Asia

	c.
	Latin America

	d.
	None of the above


ANS:
C
REF: 14 
OBJ: 4 
MSC: New 


109.
Which set of theories takes into account issues of social and political unrest, war, and changing public policy to explain issues such as famine and malnutrition?

	a.
	conflict theories

	b.
	functionalist theories

	c.
	exchange theories

	d.
	ecological theories


ANS:
D
REF:
14
OBJ:
4
MSC:
New

110.
Which of the following had a tremendous impact on early sociology in the U.S.?
	a.
	Reform movements of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries

	b.
	World War II

	c.
	Civil Right movement

	d.
	Reformation


ANS:
A
REF:
10
OBJ:
3
MSC:
New

111.
What is one result of the scientific revolution?

	a.
	a prolonged period of world peace

	b.
	a de-emphasis of religion

	c.
	a return to the classic philosophers of Greece and Rome

	d.
	the establishment of utopian societies


ANS:
B
REF:
8
OBJ:
2
MSC:
New

112.
All of the following could be considered the founders of modern sociology EXCEPT:

	a.
	Emile Durkheim

	b.
	Karl Marx

	c.
	Max Weber

	d.
	Isaac Newton


ANS:
D
REF:
8
OBJ:
2
MSC:
New

113.
The revolutions of the eighteenth century

	a.
	denounced the idea of individual human rights

	b.
	replaced sacred traditions with secular knowledge

	c.
	established the divine right of kings

	d.
	ultimately produced very little social change


ANS:
B
REF:
8
OBJ:
2
MSC:
New

114.
Which scientists are often credited with the founding of modern science?

	a.
	Karl Marx

	b.
	George Simmel

	c.
	Isaac Newton

	d.
	Francis Bacon


ANS:
C
REF:
7
OBJ:
2
MSC:
New

115.
Which theorist argued that conflict is necessary as a basis for the formation of alliances?

	a.
	Emile Durkheim

	b.
	Georg Simmel

	c.
	W.I. Thomas

	d.
	Isaac Newton


ANS:
B
REF:
18
OBJ:
4
MSC:
New

116.
Whose understanding of conflict as a place where a “web of group affiliations” is constructed was used to help sociologists understand the protest movements of the mid-1900s?

	a.
	W.E.B. Dubois

	b.
	Harriet Martineau

	c.
	Georg Simmel

	d.
	Erving Goffman


ANS:
C
REF:
18
OBJ:
4
MSC:
New

117.
What would a functionalist say about military parades?

	a.
	They demonstrate who has the power in a society

	b.
	They affirm society’s values

	c.
	They are a form of public theater meant to symbolically reinforce social values

	d.
	They are a display of force demonstrating that the nation has the capacity to defend itself


ANS:
D
REF:
19
OBJ:
4
MSC:
New

118.
Which of the following statement about social change is most accurate?

	a.
	Sociologists are unconcerned with predicting future social change

	b.
	Sociologists have, up to this point, been unsuccessful in predicting social change

	c.
	Sociologists can reliably predict all major social changes

	d.
	Sociologists have many tools at their disposal to help them predict social change


ANS:
D
REF:
5
OBJ:
2
MSC:
New

119.
Most sociologists would agree with which of the following statements about the social environment?

	a.
	The social environment is of little consequence in determine human actions

	b.
	Human actions are limited or determined by the social environment

	c.
	The social environment is more important now than ever before

	d.
	The social environment is less important now than ever before


ANS:
B
REF:
5
OBJ:
2
MSC:
New

120.
In sociology, __________________ refers to all the expectations and incentives established by other people in a person’s social world

	a.
	human ecology

	b.
	community

	c.
	environment

	d.
	power


ANS:
C
REF: 5
OBJ: 2
MSC: New 

NOTE: Web Quiz

121.
Which of the following statements best characterizes the way sociologists think about the relationship between environment and individual choice?

	a.
	Individuals have little to no power to make choices.  Their actions are determined by their environment.

	b.
	Individuals are completely unconstrained from their environments.

	c.
	Individual choice is never entirely free but is always determined to some extent by a person’s environment.

	d.
	There is no relationship between the social environment and individual decisions.


ANS:
C
REF:
5
OBJ:
2
MSC:
New
TRUE/FALSE

1.
The sociological imagination refers to the process of creatively utilizing laboratory experiments to understand the social forces that influence our lives.
ANS:
F
REF:
3
OBJ:
1

2.
The middle level of sociological analysis is concerned with the behaviors of the individual and his or her immediate others.
ANS:
F
REF:
6
OBJ:
2

3.
Someone interested in understanding how social movements all go through would be doing macro-level sociology.
ANS:
T
REF:
6
OBJ:
2

4.
Karl Marx believed that differences among the various classes in capitalist societies would eventually reconcile themselves peacefully.
ANS:
F
REF:
8
OBJ:
2

5.
The founders of modern sociology tended to think in microsociological terms.
ANS:
F
REF:
8
OBJ:
2

6.
In contrast to the European tradition of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, sociology in North America was characterized by its emphasis on empirical investigation.
ANS:
T
REF:
10
OBJ:
3

7.
The Chicago school emphasized the relationship between the individual and society.
ANS:
T
REF:
11
OBJ:
3

8.
The empirical focus of American sociology was seen in studies by Jacob Riis and W.E. B. DuBois.
ANS:
T
REF:
10
OBJ:
3

9.
Robert Park and Ernest Burgess called their approach to the study of sociology “human ecology.”
ANS:
T
REF:
11
OBJ:
3

10.
Ecological theories help explain the distribution of populations over territories.
ANS:
T
REF:
11
OBJ:
3

11.
Symbolic interactionism focuses on how social institutions contribute to the effective functioning of the larger society.
ANS:
F
REF:
16
OBJ:
4

12.
Functionalists believe that when a society is functioning well its major parts are in equilibrium.
ANS:
T
REF:
17
OBJ:
4

13.
Marx believed that the cause of conflict in modern society is directly related to the rise of capitalism.
ANS:
T
REF:
17
OBJ:
4

14.
Symbolic interactionists believe it is important to ask who benefits from the exercise of power and who loses.
ANS:
F
REF:
17-18
OBJ:
4

15.
If a social structure is poorly integrated with the rest of a society, it is said to be dysfunctional.
ANS:
T
REF:
16-17
OBJ:
4

16.
From an ecological perspective, the term “community” refers to a population that carries out major functions within a given territory.
ANS:
T
REF:
12
OBJ:
4

17.
Conflict theory, as a major sociological perspective, focuses on everyday social behavior.
ANS:
F
REF:
19
OBJ:
4

18.
Ancient Greek philosophers gave little attention to the nature of human society.
ANS:
F
REF:
7
OBJ:
2

19.
Sociology as a discipline arose in a period of social and philosophical change.
ANS:
T
REF:
8
OBJ:
3

20.
Rapid and far-reaching social change in the early twentieth century created a fertile ground for the development of sociology in the United States.
ANS:
T
REF:
10
OBJ:
3

21.
Robert Park’s main contribution to the growth of sociology in the United States was to develop an agenda for sociological research that used the city as a “social laboratory.”
ANS:
T
REF:
11
OBJ:
3

22.
Robert Park believed that industrialization contributed substantially to the growth of primary-group attachments.
ANS:
F
REF:
11
OBJ:
3

23.
Symbolic interactionists are interested primarily in how groups that are organized in different ways compete and cooperate.
ANS:
F
REF:
16
OBJ:
4

24.
Rational-choice models focus on patterns of behavior to see how they conform to or depart from normal expectations of profit and loss.
ANS:
T
REF:
14
OBJ:
4

25.
Functionalists are concerned with how people behave in social situations and how their “performances” are rated by others.
ANS:
F
REF:
16
OBJ:
4

26.
The three principal sociological perspectives are contradictory.
ANS:
F
REF:
19
OBJ:
4

27.
A functional sociologist might view a parade as affirming the society’s values of competition and success.
ANS:
T
REF:
18-19
OBJ:
4

28.
From the perspective of a conflict sociologist, a parade is seen as affirming a society’s values.
ANS:
F
REF:
18-19
OBJ:
4

29.
In the developing world, Asia has more underweight children than Latin America.
ANS:
T
REF:
15
OBJ:
4

30.
The sociologist is bound by scientific rules of evidence.
ANS:
T
REF:
10
OBJ:
3
MSC:
New

31.
Good sociology never requires that the researcher ask questions that might be potentially embarrassing.
ANS:
F
REF:
5
OBJ:
1
MSC:
New

32.
A person’s social environment determines to some extent the kinds of choices he/she is likely to make.
ANS:
T
REF:
5
OBJ:
2
MSC:
New

33.
Sociologists are only concerned with a very small range of topics and historical time periods.
ANS:
F
REF:
5
OBJ:
2
MSC:
New

34.
The scientific revolution had very little effect on rest of the world as people do not pay much attention to scientists.
ANS:
F
REF:
7
OBJ:
2
MSC:
New

35.
Women have not played a significant role in sociology up to this point.
ANS:
F
REF:
9
OBJ:
3
MSC:
New

36.
The first sociological research journal was established by Emile Durkheim.
ANS:
T
REF:
9
OBJ:
3
MSC:
New

37.
Issues such as famine and malnourishment ultimately have very little to do with sociology.
ANS:
F
REF:
14
OBJ:
4
MSC:
New

38.
W.E.B. DuBois was a “pure” researcher, unconcerned with affecting social change.
ANS:
F
REF:
10-11
OBJ:
3
MSC:
New

39.
The rational-choice perspective was first developed by an economist, Adam Smith.
ANS:
T
REF:
14
OBJ:
4
MSC:
New
SHORT ANSWER

1.
Identify the major levels of social reality, giving specific examples of the phenomena each would study.
ANS:


Social behavior occurs at three different levels of complexity: (1) the macro, or the level of whole societies or large scale social institutions; (2) the micro, or the level concerned with the behaviors of the individual and his or her immediate others, that is, with patterns of interaction among a few people; (3) the middle, or the level dealing with relations in bureaucracies, social movements, or participation in communities.
REF:
5-6
OBJ:
2

2.
How did the Age of Enlightenment and the Age of Revolution contribute to the emergence of sociology in Europe?
ANS:


The Age of Enlightenment was marked by unprecedented progress in science and mathematics and by the emergence of a theory of human progress which led the way to a “science of humanity.”  The Age of Revolution produced many new social ideas especially about human rights and social equality.  These philosophical and social ideas contributed to the rise of a new science to study social conditions and social change.
REF:
7
OBJ:
2

3.
What were the principal contributions of the “Chicago School” to the development of American sociology?
ANS:


The “Chicago School” emphasized the relationship between the individual and society.  It became known for the “human ecology” approach, the idea that the study of human society should begin with empirical questions about population size, distribution over territory, and the like.  The most important contribution to sociology was including the study of the processes by which populations change and communities are formed.
REF:
11-12
OBJ:
3

4.
Describe the basic ideas of symbolic interactionism and how they might be applied.
ANS:


Symbolic interactionism studies how social structures are created in the course of human interaction.  It asks such questions as how people behave in intimate groups; how symbols and communication shape perceptions; how social roles are learned; and how society is “constructed” through interaction.  It can be used to study social phenomena, educational practice, courtroom procedure, or therapy.
REF:
16
OBJ:
4

5.
What are the main tenets of functionalist perspective?
ANS:


Functionalism focuses on the large-scale structures of society, such as social classes and institutions.  Functionalists believe that society is a complex system designed to ensure societal survival.  A well-functioning society is characterized by social harmony, integrated social structures, and shared belief systems.
REF:
16-17
OBJ:
4

6.
Describe the core ideas of conflict theory.
ANS:


Conflict theory holds that conflict and strife appear to be as basic to society as harmony, integration, and shared beliefs.  Power and its distribution are key to understanding society.  Struggle over scarce resources and the formation of alliances by various social groups help explain social movements and social change.
REF:
17-18
OBJ:
4

7.
What are the benefits of a multidimensional approach to the study of society?
ANS:


Each of the basic perspectives - ecological, functionalist, interactionist, and conflict - focuses on different aspects of and asks different questions about social reality.  None is complete in and of itself.  Social life is so complex that no single set of theories can explain everything.  Research that combines the insights of different perspectives greatly increases the understanding and predictive power of its observations.
REF:
19
OBJ:
4

8.
DuBois described the situation of blacks in Philadelphia about a century ago as resulting from the interaction of two factors, background and racism.  Explain.
ANS:


DuBois was trying to explain the lower socioeconomic status of blacks and the difficulty of bettering their situation.  In his view, their plight was the result of prejudice and discrimination on the part of the white population in interaction with their own characteristics as workers.  He described them as often careless, unreliable, and unsteady.  These qualities resulted from their background as slaves, a system which had trained them to shirk work.
REF:
10-11
OBJ:
3

9.
How did early pre scientific social observers view human social life?
ANS:


The ancient Greek philosophers believed that human societies inevitably arose, flourished, and declined.  They saw the past as better than the degraded present.  The theologians and philosophers of medieval Europe and the Islamic world believed that human misery was inevitable and that there was little mortals could do to change things.  They tended to believe that social conditions were the result of Divine Providence.
REF:
7
OBJ:
2

10.
Explain how sociologists view the interaction of individual decisions and the social environment.
ANS:


Sociologists understand that individuals do have the ability to make their own decisions.  However, they recognize that these decisions are largely constrained by their social environments.  This is one of the core ideas of sociology.
REF:
5
OBJ:
2
MSC:
New

11.
Explain the rise of sociology in the United States.
ANS:


Early sociology found especially fertile ground in the massive social changes undertaking the U.S. in the nineteenth and twentieth century.  The study of these changes led to the development and refinement of new methods such as the sociological survey, as well as new theoretical perspectives such as the Interactionist perspective arising from the sociology department at the University of Chicago.  Additionally sociology in the U.S. took on a social justice and reform framework as well.
REF:
10
OBJ:
3
MSC:
New
ESSAY

1.
Sociology had its beginnings in the 19th century.  Trace the historical development of sociology from France to its emergence as an academic discipline in the United States.
ANS:


Not Given
REF:
7 – 9

2.
Sociologists view the world from a variety of perspectives.  Describe each major perspective and include in your discussion at least one sociologist identified with each perspective.
ANS:


Not Given
REF:
19

3.
Discuss the role of women and minorities in the development of sociology including in your discussion their contributions to the discipline.
ANS:


Not Given
REF:
9

4.
Explain and critique rational-choice theory as it applies to human behavior.  Give an example.
ANS:


Not Given
REF:
15
MSC:
New

